the autumn of 1859 I was on duty not only in Wisconsin,
where it was my special business to allay the dissatisfaction
caused among my friends by the action of the State Conven-
tion which I have described, but I was also urgently asked to
make some speeches in Minnesota, where the first State elec-
tion was to be held in November. I obeyed the call. I remember
that journey with pleasure, and may be pardoned for indulging
myself in giving a picture of what political campaigning with
its humors was at that period in the " Far West." The popula-
tion of Minnesota was thin, the western part of the State still
occupied by Sioux tribes. The twin cities of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, which now count their population by the hundred
thousands, were then still in their infancy. St. Paul, if I re-
member rightly, had about 12,000 inhabitants, and the name
of Minneapolis did not yet exist at all. That settlement was
called the Falls of St. Anthony, and had a population of about
2,000 souls. At St. Paul I was received by the Republican
candidate for Governor, Mr. Alexander Ramsey, a man of
moderate gifts, but blessed with one of those winning counte-
nances which betoken sound sense, a quiet conscience, good
humor, and a kind heart for all men. I was to meet him again
at a later period in the Senate of the United States and in the
cabinet of President Hayes.

I found myself put down in the plan of campaign for one
or two speeches a day, with an itinerary spreading over a large
part of the State. I was to travel for several days in the com-
pany of a gentleman who introduced himself to me as " Judge
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